
 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING NOTES: AUGUST 6, 2006 

The Long Lake Association Annual Meeting on August 6, 2006 was held at the home of Mavis and Myrle 

Olson. Thirty-four people were in attendance. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Merilee Meyers. 

 

The 2005 minutes were approved as posted in the Fall/Winter 2005 issue of “The Sentinel.” 

 

Long Lake Directory: There are a few directories still available to members and $5.00 to non-members. 

Once these are gone, the directory will be updated. It was suggested that email addresses be added to 

the new directory and it be noted by each person’s address which address is his/her best mailing 

address. 

 

Newsletter: Two subjects of interest that our readers have especially enjoyed in “The Sentinel” 

newsletter are the family stories and the importance of lake care. ALL are encouraged to contribute 

anything that may be of interest!! 

 

Treasurer’s report was as follows and approved: 

 

Closing balance: $1,987.32 

Receipts: $1,124.00 

Subtotal: $3,111.32 

Disbursements: $2,194.07 

Balance: $917.25 

Interest: $6.86 

Net worth: $924.11 

Guest Speakers: Richard Black, President and Richard Sampson, Vice President, Grace Lake Association 

 

Grace Lake is a pristine, spring-fed 800 acres lake. Recent problems have been bushy pond weed and 

algae. Association members joined ‘healthy lakes’ program in the summer of 2005. They have drafted a 

management plan and, also, do May-September water quality testing. There are 178 properties on the 



lake. Grace Lake Association was formed in 1954. Membership in 1983 was 83; 2006 membership is 142! 

The Association sent out a survey re: general questions pertaining to Grace Lake and the three main 

results were: 

 

(1) water shed run-off 

(2) improper fertilizing 

(3) septic systems 

After the 2006 spring run-off, they took a sampling of water coming into lake: the results being the 

phosphorus was 9.5# (1# of phosphorus = 535# of algae.) Members were informed to use 10-0-10 

fertilizer, if need be, and 40 members were encouraged to have septic systems checked. The Association 

would reimburse $50.00 to those members if systems were inspected and passed. To date, 15 of the 40 

systems have been inspected. The Grace Lake Association is encouraging all members to use natural 

filtration. 

 

Loon Count: This spring Merilee Meyers and Jay Johnson built two loon platforms; one for each end of 

the lake…north and south. The south nesting platform was not used by any loons this summer. At this 

time, two babies remain after a hatch of four baby loons. 

 

BCLARA: BCLARA has produced a 19-page booklet Shoreland Buffer Restoration: A Guide for Shoreland 

Property Owners. This booklet is free and can be obtained through Beltrami County organizations: 

Environmental Services Department, Soil & Water Conservation, or Lakes and Rivers Association. They 

also produced the pamphlet "Shoreland Property Owners" which is included in our new welcome 

packets. 

 

Healthy Lakes and Rivers Initiative: The original eight groups from last year are still active in this 

program. Funds are presently not available for new groups to join. Our Association needs to decide what 

our issues are, so that we are ready with our issues and a five-member team when the time comes to 

once again sign up for this program. It was approved that our Association commit to participate in the 

Healthy Lakes and Rivers Initiative Program when the opportunity arises. 

 

Planning and Zoning/Board of Adjustment: ALL lake property owners need to comply to variances. 

 

Water Quality Monitoring: Readings for phosphorus, clarity and chlorophyll A remain low on Long Lake. 

The cost of continuing with this monitoring is $190.00 for the five month period: May through 

September. It was approved to continue with this procedure and expense inorder to maintain the 

quality of the lake. 



 

Island Committee: Due to circumstances, it was approved to stop acceptance of the island. 

 

Membership Committee: A membership committee is needed. Committee members will be drawn from 

the Association. Membership packets are now available to new lake property owners. These packets will 

include the booklet “Shoreland Buffer Restoration: A Guide for Shoreland Property Owners,” a welcome 

letter from the Association, “Shoreland Property Owners” pamphlet, a gift certificate from SWCD for a 

Norway pine, a Long Lake Directory and past issues of the Long Lake newsletter, “The Sentinel.” Jane 

Mueller, Beltrami County GSI/Mapping, will keep us informed of new property owners. 

 

Special Events: Sonny Braaten expressed the need for new, if not replacements of, lake events. 

Suggested activities were progressive dinners, Friday or Saturday eve pontoon round-ups, garden walk 

in 2007 being on a Saturday, rowing race, bocce ball tournament, golf tournament. Dorothy Kaatz 

agreed to chair this committee. 

 

Upcoming Social Events: 

 

September 9, 2006 (Saturday): Open Fire Cook-Out @ Sandy/Will Johnson…bring finger foods. 

December 7, 2006 (Thursday), 6:00 pm: Progressive Holiday Soiree 

June 9, 2007 (Saturday): Welcome Back Wine & Cheese @ Pat/Fred Pick 

July 4, 2007 (Wednesday): Annual Boat Parade preceding refreshments @ Fred Ettl beach 

August 5, 2007 (Sunday): Annual Potluck and Annual Meeting @ Colleen/David Forte 

September 8, 2007 (Saturday): Open Fire Cook-Out @ Diane/George Winter 

Spring Road Clean-Up: Those who have graciously volunteered to pick-up those portions of the ditches 

along Long Lake Dr and Oman Rd encourage all to feel free to pick-up whatever, whenever you see 

something! It is also important that spring road clean-up take place first of May. 

Membership Dues: It was approved that membership dues will remain at $15.00…no increase. 

 

Proposed Amendment to the Association By-Laws: Will Johnson stated that the Executive Board can 

make proposal to increase to a $500.00 spending limit. This proposal was approved. 

 



Long Lake Website: It costs the Association $15.00 a month to keep the website up and running. More 

feedback and contributions of interest (articles, pictures, etc) are needed. It was approved that we 

continue with the website. 

 

Election of Officers: There were no other nominations for President nor Secretary. Re-elected were: 

Merilee Meyers, President and Diane Plath, Secretary. Elected as Member-at-Large was Dennis Kaatz. 

 

Additional Comments/Concerns: (1) boat speed in narrows, (2) use of lake – dominance of speed boats, 

(3) septic systems are being inspected at an increasing rate and 60% of these systems are failing 

inspection due to no bottom or no concrete/fiberglass bottom. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Diane Plath 

 

Long Lake Association Secretary 

 


