
 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING NOTES: August 3rd, 2014 

Location: Yard of Lake Residents Phil & Beth Eriksen 

 

Welcome and Introduction of New Residents 

The meeting began with a warm welcome from Host Beth Eriksen. President Diane recognized new lake 

residents, Paul and Monaya Krause (grand-daughter to Arlene Lee), as well as returning residents Chuck 

and Merilee Meyers, and new permanent resident Gerry Schiltz. Attending today’s meeting were about 

35 lake residents and guests. 

 

Secretary’s Report– Brenda Finkenbinder 

Notes from the 2013 Annual Business Meeting of the Long Lake Association were distributed by Brenda 

Finkenbinder, Secretary. The minutes were approved without corrections. 

 

Treasurer Report– Jane Carlson 

Treasurer Jane Carlson reported 2013-14 receipts of $1,065.00, disbursements of $1,020.00. The current 

cash balance in the checking account is $789.17. The treasurer’s report was approved. 

 

Water Quality Report – Mike Finkenbinder 

Mike Finkenbinder reported water clarity was 26-28 feet in the spring and is currently at 15 feet, which 

is normal for this time of year. s measured at 9.81”, indicating the lake level has gone down from the 

previous year. Mike also reported he had attended the Turtle River Watershed meeting earlier in 

season. To maintain excellent water quality, it is important to keep a buffer zone between yards and the 

lake, keep water from lake after heavy rains, and keep septic tanks up to code. An annual meeting of 

BCLARA (Beltrami County Lakes and Rivers Association) is scheduled for August 21st. Mike plans to 

attend and invited others to join him. Bill Beck reported the lake level hasn't changed substantially. 

 

Loons 

Eight loons (four pair) live on the lake this year. Two baby loons have survived on the lake, one baby 

loon for two pairs of loons. President Diane reported that one of the nesting rafts is in need of repair. 

 

Sentinel Newsletter and Association Website 



President Diane expressed appreciation for the efforts of Curtiss Hunt in managing the Association 

website and for Jane Carlson and Diane Plath in creating, editing, printing and distributing the Sentinel 

newsletter. Diane encouraged residents to look at the website and submit articles and photos to Curtiss, 

Jane and Diane to be included on the website and newsletter. 

 

New Long Lake Directory 

President Diane reported there has been discussion at the Board level that a new Long Lake Directory 

every 5 years is appropriate. Due to increased printing costs and that Long Lake Association has been 

operating at a net loss for several years, the Board has decided to earmark dollars for a future directory 

each year in its budget. Ideas were shared in regards to saving money for the Association: Can the 

directory be put on our website in lieu of printing? Can our newsletter be distributed through our 

website only? Can our newsletter be emailed to residents? After considerable discussion, Natalie Roholt 

made a motion, starting in 2015, to increase the annual dues from $15 to $20. The motion was 

seconded and carried. 

 

Exotic and Invasive Species 

President Diane reported that AIS continues to creep towards Beltrami County lakes. She reminded lake 

residents to carefully inspect their boats and the boats of guests and follow the guidelines for controlling 

the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species: (1) Remove any AIS from your boat vessel before leaving the 

launching site; (2) Remove the boat plug and drain water at the launch site; anyone caught transporting 

their boat with the plug in place will be fined severely; (3) Rinse/wash your vessel with preferably hot 

water to ensure species are removed; (4) dry boat preferably for 5 days to ensure any remaining species 

are no longer a threat. In addition, Diane read a letter written by Curtiss Hunt that described the 

importance of doing all that we can to keep AIS out of Long Lake. 

 

Elections 

The current board positions are as follows: 

 

President Diane Winter, term ending August 2014 

Vice-President Sandi Oman, term ending August, 2015 

Secretary Brenda Finkenbinder, term ending August 2014 

Treasurer Jane Carlson, term ending August 2016 

At-Large #1 – Jerry Fiat, term ending 2016 

At-Large #2 – Dave Forte, term ending 2015 

At-Large #3 – Colleen Forte, term ending 2014 



Elections were thus held for president, secretary, and one at-large board member. Election results are as 

follows: 

 

President: Curtiss Hunt, term ending 2017 

Secretary: Larry Ellingson, term ending 2017 

At-Large #3: Karen Snortland, term ending 2017 

Change in the Bylaws 

Because the practice is not enforced, the Board suggested that Article II.2.2 (“ All members who default 

on their dues shall bring their membership up to date before being reinstated.”) be removed from our 

current bylaws. Tom Dawson moved to remove Article II.2.2 from our bylaws, George Winter seconded 

the motion, and motion carried. 

 

Merilee Meyers moved, Mike Finkenbinder seconded, and the motion carried to add the definition of 

“Social Membership” (“Persons who do not own or lease shore land are eligible to join the Long Lake 

Association as non-voting members by paying the yearly dues”) to our bylaws. Allowing non-lakeshore 

owners to join the Association was approved in 2011, but language was not included in the bylaws. 

 

Nextdoor.com 

Lake resident Nancy Fischmann informed residents about nextdoor.com, a free community website for 

posting relevant items such as sale items, lost animals, items to borrow, service referrals, etc.) 

Participation is by invitation and voluntary. 

 

2014-15 Event Schedule 

2014 Fall Hot Dog Roast (Sept 13th)– John & Maggie Schwegman 

2015 Welcome Back Wine & Cheese (June 13th) – Brian & Dorothy McClure 

2015 4th of July Gathering – Mike & Diane Maus (Thank you, Tom & Jinx Dawson and John & Maggie 

Schwegman for your years of volunteering to do this!) 

2015 Annual Meeting (Aug 2nd) – George & Diane Winter 

2015 Fall Hot Dog Roast (Sept 12th) – Mike & Brenda Finkenbinder 

Thanks to Past President Merilee Myers: 

President Diane presented a plaque of appreciation to Merilee Meyers for her service as president of 

the Long Lake Association, term ending 2009. Merilee and her husband, Chuck, have not resided at Long 

Lake for several years and it was with pleasure that Merilee could be given her due recognition. 



 

Having no other business, the business meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brenda Finkenbinder, Secretary 

 


