
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING NOTES: August 2nd, 
2015 

 
Location: Yard of Lake Residents Diane & George Winter 
 

Welcome and Introduction of New Residents 
The meeting was called to order by President Curtiss Hunt at 1:55 p.m. at the home of 
lake residents Diane and George Winter. Approximately 35 members were in 
attendance. New lake property owners, both present and not, were introduced and 
welcomed: Dick and Diane Dorwart, Paul and Imee Ettl, Jeff and Cathy Forbes, Dan 
Olson, Kevin and Tonya Onstad, and Gregg and Jeliene Ovsak. 
 

Secretary’s Report: Larry Ellingsen 
In the absence of Secretary Larry Ellingsen, a synopsis of the Secretary’s Report was 
given by Curtiss Hunt. It was approved without corrections. 
 

Treasurer Report: Jane Carlson 
Treasurer Jane Carlson reported 2014-2015 receipts of $575.00, disbursements of 
$971.43. The current cash balance in the treasury is $392.74. The Treasurer’s Report 
was approved. 
 

Loons 
Diane Winter reported that there are currently three pairs of loon parents residing on 
Long Lake with five youngsters among them. 
 

Water Clarity Report: Mike Finkenbinder 
Reporting for Mike Finkenbinder, who monitors Long Lake’s water clarity, Curtiss Hunt 
announced the clarity to a depth of 18.5 feet. 
 

Website and Facebook Reports 
Member-at-Large Karin Snortland reported a new Long Lake Facebook page to be up 
and running and to be used as an additional communication tool for lake residents, who 
were encouraged to “like” the site, Long Lake NE. Curtiss Hunt, who manages the Long 
Lake website, indicated some changes are being made to the website due to changes in 
the international website coding standards so that some information and photos 
previously submitted by residents have not yet been put onto the site but will be soon. 
The website, however, is current regarding Aquatic Invasive Species and will be 
updated as new information becomes available. 
 

Long Lake Directory - Diane Plath 



The last Long Lake Directory was printed in 2009 and the need for it to be updated has 
been recognized by the Board for some time. However, both lack of current funds plus 
the cost to print and distribute an updated directory in the traditional manner was 
deemed unaffordable. With Board approval Diane Plath, who has volunteered to edit 
and oversee its publication, has found a resource in Steve Swanson’s enterprise to 
publish a directory, free of cost to the Long Lake Association. The directory will list Long 
Lake residents’ names, addresses and telephone numbers and will not list email 
addresses. It will include advertisements sold to support the directory, and residents are 
encouraged to suggest possible advertisers if any might be known. The only stipulation 
made by Mr. Swanson is that the directory be distributed to all Long Lake residents, not 
just Association members. A description of the new directory, with plans to update 
every two years, was presented by Diane and the announcement made that it will be 
ready for distribution at the Fall Hot Dog Roast at the home of Brenda and Mike 
Finkenbinder on September 12th, 2015. Some copies will also be hand delivered. If 
copies need to be mailed, in order to save money on its distribution a shipping and 
handling charge fee will be charged to non-members. 
 

BCLARA Report 
In the absence of the Association’s BCLARA respresentative, no report was given. The 
Board, however, has agreed to the importance of continued membership in that 
organization because of its involvement with the Aquatic Invasive Species issues. 
 

Aquatic Invasive Species Program 
Curtiss Hunt opened the floor for questions and discussion as a follow-up to the AIS 
Newsletter sent earlier to all Long Lake residents. He emphasized the need for everyone 
to educate themselves and to be well informed with regards to the severe damage 
AIS brings to a lake, not least of which is the potential for property values to decrease 
significantly once waters are infested, and to its prevention. It is clear that the DNR’s 
methods to prevent the spread of AIS have not been working since the threat now 
reaches lakes very nearby and continues to progress. Research presented in the 
newsletter also explains how these methods have not halted the problem. Curtiss has 
been informed that any AIS money Beltrami County has recently received from the 
State of Minnesota will not be shared with Long Lake because there is no public access. 
It seems the best, and at this point the only realistic, course of action for Long Lake is 
for residents to voluntarily implement a quarantine by taking the Pledge: To never put 
ANYTHING in Long Lake that has been in another body of water since the last 
deep freeze. Such a quarantine requires 100% compliance to be fully effective. 
 

Membership Criteria 
Knowing there are two areas along the shoreline which are often used by neighboring 
households, Curtiss presented the idea of extending Association membership to include 
offshore homeowners within a boundary of 0.6 miles from the lake (a map was 
distributed) with the purpose of providing a sense of proprietary ownership and 



education regarding AIS. Some discussion followed. A motion was made and seconded 
and the issue was tabled for another meeting. 
 

Election of Officers 
The current board positions are as follows: 

• President Curtiss Hunt, term ending 2017 
• Vice President Sandi Oman, term ending 2015 
• Secretary Larry Ellingsen, term ending 2017 
• Treasurer Jane Carlson, term ending 2016 
• Member-At-Large #1: Jerry Fiat, term ending 2016 
• Member-At-Large #2: Dave Forte, term ending 2015 
• Member-At-Large #3: Karin Snortland, term ending 2017 
•  

Elections were thus held for Vice-President, and Member-At-Large #2. Election results 
are as follows: 

• Vice-President: Chuck Meyers, term ending 2018 
• Member-At-Large #2: Diane Winter, term ending 2018 
•  

2016-2017 Event Schedule and Hosts 
• 2016 Welcome Back Wine and Cheese (Sat, June 11th) - Jinx & Tom Dawson 
• 2016 4th of July Gathering - Diane & Michael Maus 
• 2016 Annual Meeting (Sun, Aug 7th) - Colleen & Dave Forte 
• 2016 Fall Hot Dog Roast (Sat, Sept 10th) - Merilee & Chuck Meyers 
•  

Next Year’s Projects 
• Discussions regarding methods to attract new and previous Association members, which 

includes a survey currently being developed by Secretary Larry Ellingsen to determine 
how the Association can best serve its membership and protect the waters of Long 
Lake. 

•  
• Continued efforts regarding AIS prevention and education including the possibility of (a) 

signage on accesses, (b) zebra mussel detection. Karin Snortland reported she has 
become a volunteer for the DNR to monitor her lake frontage for zebra mussels by 
installing an unobstrusive pipe under her dock. Anyone interested in doing the same 
may contact her. 

•  
• The Long Lake Association will remain a member of BCLARA, providing participation and 

financial support. 
•  

Having no other business, the business meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jane Carlson, Acting Secretary 


