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Minutes of the Business Meeting of the Long Lake Association 

August 4, 2018 

1.  The meeting was called to order by President Curtiss Hunt.  Curtiss recognized and thanked 

Dan and Julie Gartrell for hosting the annual meeting this year.  Thanks also to Diane Plath for  

completing the Association newsletter, The Sentinel.  Also thanks to the organizers and 

exhibitors at the first Art at the Annual and to the members of the Executive Committee for their 

work over the past year. 

2.  Secretary’s report.  Larry Ellingson gave a summary of the minutes of the last annual 

meeting.  The complete minutes are on the LLA website.   

3.  Treasurer’s report.  Jane Carlson reported that in the current fiscal year there were receipts of 

$800 and disbursements of $1,105.07.  The 2016-2017 closing balance was $1,884.26.  After 

adjusting for expenses, deposits and cash on hand, the 2017-2018 closing balance is $1,709.19.  

Jane provided further details of disbursements and receipts and noted that there are presently 54 

paid memberships.  Motion made and seconded to accept the secretary’s report and treasurer’s 

report.  Motion approved. 

4.  "Long Lake is no Cleaner Than Our Septic Systems": Jane Carlson report on training 

meeting.  Jane attended a meeting by BCLARA and Beltrami County Environmental Services.  

Speakers were a U of M engineer and a public health representative.  Jane shared information on 

septic system use and maintenance and on groundwater pollutants, water conservation and 

protection.  A link to the information is available on longlakeassoc.org.   

5,  "Why is Long Lake so Clear?":  Zachrie Gutknecht, Clean Water Specialist, Beltrami County 

Soil & Water Conservation District  Zach explained that Long Lake is a ligotrophic lake with a 

forested watershed which helps to keep it clean and clear.  Greatest impact on water clarity is 

from people who live on the lake.  Lakeshore buffers, avoiding use of phosphorus fertilizers and 

preventing septic leakage will help to keep the lake clean.  Zach took questions and provided 

contact information.  Links to more information are available on the LLA website. 

6.  Loon report: Diane Winter reported that there are 3 or 4 resident pair of loons on the lake and 

2 baby loons have been spotted. 

7.  Water quality report: Karin Snortland for Mike Finkenbinder reported that Secchi disk 

readings are taken periodically over the year with readings so far ranging from 33 feet this 

Spring to 18 feet last week. 

8.  Adopt-a-Highway report: Started in 2016, Karin Snortland reported that the cleanup of 

County Rd 27 is conducted in the Spring and Fall.  Around 7 full bags are collected on the 

stretch of road from Co Rd 20 to Co Rd 22.  Many thanks to Karin and Donna for leading and 

organizing this program. 
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9.  President’s Summary of Year’s Events and Projects: Curtiss reported the following activities 

and projects this past year:   

 The Executive Committee is looking at incorporating as a non-profit to limit the liability 

of individual officers. 

 Curtiss is president of BCLARA and the LLA is a member.  He also attends meetings of 

the Thief River Watershed to learn about watershed planning in order to apply a similar 

planning process to the Upper Mississippi watershed, of which we are a part. 

 Curtiss thanked the boat launch owners who are letting others use their landings.  

Lakeshore owners can contact Larry or Karin to obtain information. 

 Curtiss also thanked pontoon trailer owners who are sharing their trailers with others to 

help prevent AIS contamination from other lakes. 

 Dave Forte reported that a boat decontamination station is available at no charge.  

Located behind Target, call 218-760-8519 to schedule.  

10.  Election of officers.  The positions of 1) Vice-President, and 2) Member-at-Large #2 are up 

for election for three year terms.  Those positions are currently held by Chuck Meyers and Diane 

Winter respectively.  The Executive Committee has canvassed the officers up for election and 

found that they Chuck Meyers was interested in serving another term.  Curtiss opened discussion 

and invited nominations for these vacancies. 

Motion made by Jane to nominate Erika Bailey Johnson for Member at Large #2.  Motion 

seconded.  No further nominations were received.  Motion passed to elect Erika to this position.  

Motion made by Larry to nominate Chuck Meyers for Vice-President.  Motion seconded.  No 

further nominations were received.  Motion passed to elect Chuck to this position. 

11.  Curtiss asked for volunteers to host 2019 Events:  

1) Welcome Back Wine & Cheese, Tom and Jinx Dawson 

2) 4th of July, Curtiss and Janet Hunt 

3) Annual meeting, Candy and Dough Schultz 

4) Fall Hot Dog Roast, Mike and Kathy Jay 

Because of other scheduled events in the community (ie: Dragon Boat Races) a suggestion was 

made to move the time up for the Annual Meeting or to choose a different weekend.  The 

Executive Committee will look at this and come up with some ideas and reschedule if possible. 

The members thanked and recognized Curtiss for his dedication and accomplishments on behalf 

of the Association. 

There being no further business, the President adjourned the annual meeting. 


