
Minutes of the Business Meeting of the 
Long Lake Association via Zoom 

August 15, 2020 

 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Curtiss Hunt.  Curtiss 

thanked all those who signed in for the meeting and noted that approximately 31 

members were in attendance.    

2. Approval of 2019 Annual Meeting minutes:  Larry Ellingson gave a summary of the 
minutes of the last annual meeting held on August 3, 2019. The complete minutes are 
available on the LLA website.  Motion made by Beth and seconded by Karin Snortland to 
accept the minutes.  Motion passed. 

3. Treasurer report:  Cathy Forbes presented a report as of August 15, 2020 with 
disbursements since the last Executive Committee meeting and a currrent balance of 
$3,004.78.  Complete year to date disbursements are available from Cathy.   Larry 
Ellingson moved to approve the treasurer’s report, seconded by Dave Forte.  After 
questions and clarifications, motion to approve the report passed 

4. Presidents report:  Curtiss thanked the members of the Executive Committee for their 
work during his tenure and noted that thanks to the collective effort of everyone on the 
lake that Long Lake is presently free of Aquatic Invasive Species.  Curtiss gave a power 
point presentation of AIS and its affect on lakes.  He noted that the programs initiated 
by the LLA over the past six years are aimed at preventing infestation from outside, 
including pledge initiative, the program for the use of boat ramps and trailers to lake 
residents who need them and the extension of membership to property owners 1,000 
feet from the lake who use the lake.  He commended the efforts of individual lakeshore 
owners who are preserving or restoring natural shoreline buffers.   Curtiss noted that 
water quality issues are broad and LLA is a member of statewide and regional 
organizations that are working toward the same goal.  Among other accomplishments 
over the past 6 years, Curtiss noted the creation of a lakeowners database that enables 
ease of communicating with everyone and he thanked Diane Plath who was 
instrumental in creating it.  Curtiss thanked all of the members who have volunteered 
their time, their resources and their support over the past six years.  He emphasized 
continual diligence and responsibility for keeping the lake clean.  He will continue to 
work to complete incorporation of the LLA with the succeeding President. 

5. Status of the Long Lake Resident Database/Directory:  Diane Plath reported that the 
new directory will be distributed with the help of neighborhood volunteers by Labor Day 
weekend or before.  Maggie Schwegman is contacting volunteers to help with hand 
delivering.  Larry has agreed to help maintain the database for a time until someone else 
assumes it.  As noted by Cathy, the expected cost for printing of the directory is $793. 

6. Election of officers and member at large #3 for 3 year terms:   

a. President:  Curtiss called for nominations for President.  Mike Finkenbinder was 
nominated.  Curtiss called for any other nominations 3 times.  There were no 
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other nominations.  Donna Zelinsky moved to suspend rules for a roll call vote.  
Second by Chuck Meyers.  Motion passed.  On voice vote, Mike Finkenbinder 
was elected President. 

b. Secretary:  Curtiss called for nominations for Secretary.  Dan Gartrell was 
nominated. Curtiss called for any other nominations 3 times.  There were no 
other nominations. Chuck Meyers moved to suspend rules for a roll call vote.  
Second by Dave Forte. Motion passed.  On voice vote, Dan Gartrell was elected 
Secretary. 

c. Member at Large #3:  Curtiss called for nominations for Member at Large #3.  
Candy Schultz was nominated.  Aimee Siemers was nominated.  Candy Schultz 
widthdrew her nomination.  Curtiss called for any other nominations 3 times.  
There were no other nominations.  Jane Carlson moved to suspend rules for a 
roll call vote.  Second by Cathy Forbes.  Motion passed.  On voice vote, Aimee 
Siemers was elected Member at Large #3. 

7. Lake name change:  Dan Gartrell first thanked Curtiss, Larry and Karin for their work 

over the past six years.  He provided a summary of his proposal which was distributed 

by e-mail to property owners.  He noted that there are 3 Long Lakes in Beltrami County 

and 150 in Minnesota.  He asked members to read his proposal and to discuss and 

consider a name change that would reflect the unique character of the lake.  The 

proposal will come up for formal consideration at the 2021 annual meeting and, if 

approved to move forward, there would be a contest to select a name.  Dan explained 

the process of acquiring at least 15 signatures to petition state and local authorities for 

a name replacement.  There was brief discussion and some questions about the 

proposal.  No vote was called at this time.  The proposal will be redistributed and posted 

for all to consider over the next year. 

8. Loon report:  Diane Winter was not present to provide a report.   

9. QuaranTEAM events:  Erika Bailey-Johnson reported on the three events that the 
Johnson family organized in lieu of social gatherings.  The hike, solstice serenade and 
silent sports rally were well received and well attended.  Curtiss thanked Erika and her 
family for leading these activities in this extraordinary time.    

10. Highway cleanup report:  Karin Snortland reported that there was an all-time high of 21 
volunteers who come out to help with the Spring clean-up.  There were enough 
volunteers to also clean up a portion of County Road 20 from the Long Lake Road to 
Oman Road.  She noted that the Turtle River Township is adopting that stretch of road 
so it is possible to coordinate clean-up with that group of volunteers in the future.  
Residents can check the LLA website for information about cleanup dates and times and 
reminders will be sent out.  Karin also mentioned that there is a “Little Library” at the 
Turtle River Town Hall for all to share and use. 
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11.  Long Lake Ramp and Trailer Sharing:  Karin Snortland reported that there are still 4 

owner residents who will lend their trailers to other residents to put in and take out 

their pontoons.  There are 3 residents who will permit other residents to launch on their 

properties.  Only one referral was made this year.  Thank you to participating owners for 

helping to keep the lake free of invasive species.  If anyone else is interested in 

participating as an owner or is a lakeshore owner or renter and has need of a trailer or 

launch ramp, please contact Larry or Karin. 

12. Other Business:   

a. During open discussion, members raised concerns about wake boats, jet skis and 

high powered motorboats coming close to shore and causing shoreline erosion.  

The LLA has contributed $300 towards research into the effects of wake boats on 

lake bottoms, shorelines and other impacts.  Members would like to have this 

issue on a future agenda for more discussion.   

b. Concerns were raised about fireworks on the lake.  The 4th of July displays are 

appreciated but some individuals continue to use fireworks weeks and months 

before and after Independence Day.  Pet owners, seniors, children and veterans 

are adversely affected.   

c. There was discussion about the need to increase membership to help foster 

cooperation through education and involvement to address these various issues.   

d. Discussed social events and activities next year.  Due to the uncertainty of the 

pandemic, nothing is scheduled at this time.  The Executive Committee will 

assess this as developments unfold. 

There being no further business, the President called for a motion to adjourn the annual 

meeting.  Chuck Meyers made the motion, Cathy Forbes seconded.  Motion carried. 


