
 
 
Annual Business Meeting Minutes 
Long Lake Association 
August 11, 2021 
 
Number of families enrolled as of 8/7/2021:   47 
 
1.  Call the meeting to order  
Vice President Chuck Meyers called the meeting to order at 2:15, allowing for all folks to get 
registered and find a place. Welcomed all. Chairman Meyers explained that President Mike 
Finkenbinder was away and that Chuck would be chairing. 
 
2. Treasurer’s report 
Closing 2020      2,214.78 
Receipts      1,270.00 
Disbursements    (1,953.09) 
Closing 2021       1,531.69 
       
Treasurer’s Report was moved, seconded and approved.  See full Treasurer’s Report 
attached to minutes. 
 
3.  Secretary report 
Dan Gartrell read the minutes taken by Larry Ellingson at last year. Treasurer Forbes made 
one correction. Acceptance of minutes was moved, seconded, and approved. 
 
4. Lake clarity and loon reports 
Informal reports were given. Several residents commented on loon sightings. Brad 
Erpelding’s written report on lake clarity was a secchi disc reading of 18 feet on August 1st, 
. 
 
5. Present to Curtiss Hunt, Karin Snortland, Larry Ellingson, and Diane Plath. 
For their long-time service on the Committee and/or to the Long Lake Association, framed 
LL photos and matching coasters were presented.  
 
6. Living on Long Lake 
Conservation Officer Bryce Vollbrecht spoke and answered many questions about his role.  
He mentioned that his assigned area around Bemidji is large and includes Leech Lake.  
Officer Vollbrecht answered many questions: 
 

•Stated no persons in watercraft can harass wildlife. If spotted, residents should get i.d. 
info on the watercraft, and it is best to record video. If the boater is known, folks might pay 
a visit and explain the law and the situation. 
 
•Gives out more warnings than tickets and relies on lake residents to monitor activities 
and talk to folks who may be violating regulations.   
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•Expressed concerns about wake boats, with high-power motors and heavy-duty, deep 
hulls that generate wakes large enough to surf on. He commented legislation is needed to 
regulate wake boats. If people have concerns, they should contact their representatives.  
At present, there are no regulations regarding wake boats and small lakes.  
 
•Stated personal watercraft have more regulations than other craft. For instance, these 
PWC can only make one speed run within 150 feet of shore to pick up or drop off riders.  
Otherwise, there is a 5-mph speed limit within 150 feet for PWC. 
 
•Suggested people pick up copies of the Watercraft Regulations booklet where they get 
their licenses. Also available online. 

 
•Will respond to reports. His name and phone number are listed on page 8 of the “Living 
on Long Lake” booklet. 

 
•Encouraged residents who are seeing reckless use of watercraft, nuisance loudness by 
boaters, etc. to visit with and talk with the folks.   

 
Discussion followed around two points in particular. First, there is a definite problem with a 
few Lake residents at the northeast end being disrespectful of the private beach and berm 
owned by Denny and Jane Carlson.  Jane has tried to talk with these folks about beaching 
their craft and partying. Jane has encountered rudeness when she has approached them.  
CO Vollbrecht commented that the only possible law violation would be trespassing and 
possible abusive behavior. He encouraged getting video and talking with the family 
involved. 
 
The second point had to do with the risks of introducing AIS to Long Lake with the boat 
used by CO Vollbrecht. He explained the protections he and his team take to prevent such 
a spread.  He commented that he could also use a smaller boat of his own that is not on 
lakes until fall. 
 
General discussion led to an informal consensus that more needs to be done to reach Long 
Lakers not members of the Association and not attending the meeting. There should be 
better outreach especially when families first move to the Lake. Chairperson Chuck thanked 
CO Vollbrecht for attending and presented him with two copies of the “Living on Long Lake” 
booklet. 
 
7. Invitation from the Turtle River Watershed Association 
Chair Meyers discussed the invitation from the Turtle River Watershed Association for the 
Long Lake Association to join their group. No charge to the LL Association.  LL is a part of 
the Turtle River Watershed.  Brief discussion followed. It was moved, seconded and 
approved that the LL Association should have a representative on the TRW Association.  
Anyone interested in representing the LL Association is asked to contact a member of the 
Executive Committee, which will be meeting in early September. 
 
8. Elections of Vice President and member at large. 
No one volunteered or was nominated to run for VP, so this matter was put off to later in the 
meeting.  Mike Jay was nominated to run for member-at-large. The Chair asked three times 
if there were other nominations. There being none, Mike was elected.  
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9. Long Lake Name Change Proposal and Vote 
Chair Meyers started off by stating that the Association is a forum for its members and not 
for all Long Lake residents. (The Executive Committee has taken no position on the name-
change proposal)  He pointed out that all it takes to begin a name change was a petition 
signed by 15 persons, so anyone on Long Lake could begin change process. 

Handouts of the proposal were sent around. Dan Gartrell presented a part one and a part 
two motion.  1) That the Long Lake Association engage in the process to give a new name 
to our Lake. 2) That the LL Association hold a contest to vote on and decide the new name. 
Motion two would only be considered if motion one passed. Motion one was made and 
seconded.  Dan gave history of the motion going back to last year’s business meeting. He 
said Long Lake was named over 125 years ago, and whoever named the lake didn’t give it 
much thought as there are two other Long Lakes in Beltrami county and more than 150 
Long Lakes in the state.  He said residents now should have the chance to give the lake a 
name that better fits our unique and beautiful lake. Dan indicated that on the back side of 
the handout was an email from the State DNR official charged with overseeing changes to 
geographical features, Peter Boulay.  Boulay’s e-mail explained a sentence in the law to the 
effect that a name for a lake over 40 years old could not be changed. He wrote that the 
language did not apply to this proposal, but only to counties that might want to change a 
name.   Boulay said the effort to change the name of Long Lake could go ahead. Dan said 
there is no cost to the Association to make the change, and he volunteered to do all 
paperwork.  He said if the motion were defeated, he would not attempt to start a petition of 
15 residents. 

Discussion against motion #1 followed and included these points: 

•The Association did not attempt to notify all Long Lake residents.  The Association was 
attempting to speak for all Long Lake residents, and this was not fair to the non-member 
residents. 

•Long Lake is a name that generations of resident families know and are fond of.  
Changing the name would needlessly break that tradition of families’ warm identification 
with “our Long Lake.” 

•The proposal is outside of the Association’s charter and scope of operation. A name-
change has nothing to do with ensuring the present and future well-being of the Lake. 

•There is nothing wrong with a common name. It’s like Smith, or Johnson, or Peterson.  
We know that this Long Lake is our Long Lake. 

•There would be additional costs to members, such as changing the name of the Lake in     
trusts and other legal documents. 

•There are costs to changing the name that have not been disclosed. 

•The Association should not agree to go along with a single individual seeking to change 
the name of the lake, which affects everyone. 
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Dan said that the Executive Committee would be making a more concerted effort to reach 
Lake residents not in the Association, including about the name-change, this fall. That is 
why the “Living on Long Lake” booklet was written. The Committee has been attempting to 
obtain the entire master list of Lake residents for some time from the person who has it.  He 
said that he moved to his place on Long Lake in 1968 and began buying in 1973. He has 
always thought that a beautiful lake deserves a beautiful name and chose to act on this 
sentiment last year. 

Question called and seconded. Chair Meyers reminded group that there would be one vote 
per household. Motion was defeated 36 – 3.   

10. Other 

a. Chair Meyers thanked Bill Beck for hosting the Long Lake picnic and meeting for a 
second time. Applause for Bill. 

b. Jane Carlson spoke and returned  to the issue of people on the lake using the beach at 
Carlson’s lakeshore. She went over some of the problems; the most worrisome being the 
stepped-up erosion of the berm that separates the lake from the wetland filtering the water 
going into the lake due to heavy boat traffic near the beach; dogs being allowed to poop 
on the beach; and discourteous reactions from the trespassers when approached by 
Jane.   She emphasized it used to be the occasional family who used the beach. They 
anchored offshore and appreciated the area. Now it not just families, but a group of mainly 
adults who are doing real damage and will not listen when she requests privacy for her 
property.   

 Discussion followed:  Folks again mentioned excessive noise from watercraft, reckless 
PWC riding, and real erosion problems.. There was informal consensus that the Executive 
Committee needs to do more with outreach to non-member residents, especially when 
they first arrive.  Many agreed with the idea that the Committee needs to do a better job of 
taking action with intentional positive outreach.  Several ideas were mentioned to improve 
outreach, most centered around having a designated group of volunteers to work in 
organized ways to make and maintain contacts with lake residents, especially when the 
residents are new to the Lake. Six people volunteered to be a part of the group, including: 
Kathy Faver, Michele Andringa, Diane Maus, Ruth Ann Will, Jane Carlson, and Pat Pick.   

 Thanks to you volunteers!   

c. Brian Moher was nominated for Vice President. Chair Meyers asked three times for 
other nominations. No others being nominated, Brian was elected Vice President.  

11. Adjournment                                                                                                                     
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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******************************************************************************************************* 

Annual Treasurer’s Report 2020 – 2021 

 
2019 – 2020 ending cash                $2,214.78 
 
Receipts: 
Membership ($20) x 54 members    1,080.00 
Arlene Lee Memorials        180.00 
Directory Donation           10.00 
Total Receipts:      1,270.00 
 
Disbursements: 
MNLRA         100.00 
Angel Fire (website hosting)      119.45 
UPS Directory Printing       441.75 
BCLARA           54.00 
Dan Gartrell (3 Pictures & Coasters)     238.00 
Catherine Forbes (Wine Walk)      284.89 
Bemidji State University (Guidebook)     645.00 
Dan Gartrell (1 Picture & Coasters)       70.00 
Total Disbursements:              1,953.09 
 
Summary 
Beginning cash   2019 – 2020              2,214.78 
Receipts       1,270.00 
Disbursements                                         (1,953.09) 
Ending cash 2020 – 2021                 1,531.69 
  
Respectively submitted, 
Catherine Forbes, Treasurer 


