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From the Long Lake Association President

My name is Diane Winter and I am your newly elected president 
of the Long Lake Assoc. My husband George and I have had a 
cabin on Long Lake for 36 years and have been members of the 
lake assoc. since its beginning. We have loved our beautiful lake 
and hope to help preserve its beauty as part of this organization. 
We have seen many changes over the years as more and more 
homes are built and more traffic appears on the lake. We cannot 
return to earlier days when the lake was very quiet but we can all 
work together to make it a safe and pleasant place for boaters, ski-
ers, fishermen and swimmers. We need to respect safety rules and 
show courtesy toward others in and on the lake and on the shore. 
Power boats and jet skis need to remember to keep a safe distance 
from shoreline and docks to protect swimmers and preserve lake 
shores. Our lake has been at a high level and there is much erosion 
resulting from speeding boats and boats circling near the shore. 
Swimmers need to be careful too. Swimming across the lake with-
out an escorting boat sets swimmers in a dangerous position from 
speed boats. It is much safer for swimmers to swim along the shore 
rather than across the lake. Our lake assoc. is the best tool for ad-
dressing concerns about the lake. We hope to have an organization 
with 100% resident participation. It is an organization for ALL 
lake residents. Encourage your neighbors to join. Together we can 
make this a safe, fun lake with pristine water quality.

Diane Winter, President
Long Lake Association
803 7th Ave SW
Austin, MN 55912

Bill Beck

Jonesy’s Adventure 
Arlene Lee lives on the lake with her elderly cat, Jonesy.  Ev-

ery morning at 5:00 a.m. Jonesy is let out of doors to do his 
thing, returning about an hour later to hang about the house 
for the remainder of the day. 

The story is told that during a recent summer Jonesy narrow-
ly escaped the claws of death when a Bald Eagle swooped in 
searching for breakfast.  Jonesy came out of that encounter with 
a scar or two upon his back and perhaps less enthusiasm for the 
great outdoors though not enough to be hindered completely.

One day the winter before last, Arlene called Jonesy to return 
to the house in the early morning hours but, alas, no Jonesy.  
She spent the day tramping through the nearby countryside 
calling his name.  Jonesy was not to be found.

Arlene was broken-hearted. That evening the phone rang; it 
was her neighbor, Rohn Ferdig.  He had left that morning in 
the dawn hour, pulling a trailer to Texas.  Stopping to gas up 
in Des Moines, IA, he heard a pitiful meowing coming from 
inside of the trailer.  Yup!  It was Jonesy!

Arlene asked Rohn to purchase a cat carrier from the lo-
cal pet store and arrangements were made via Arlene’s grand-
daughters, Iowans both, to pass Jonesy off to her daughter of 
Sioux City, NE, who happened to be traveling to Willmar, 
MN, where Jonesy was then met by Arlene’s son of the Brain-
erd lakes area, who brought him finally to his warm and cozy 
home and to the lady who loves him with all her heart. 

KUDOS to the July 4, 2011 
Grand Mistresses of Long Lake!!

Arlene Lee and Lois Awsumb…
a couple of extraordinary, fine women!

Sightings
Jay Johnson

During the last 30 years on Long Lake I have seen some inter-
esting wildlife activities. Mostly animals.

One cold winter morning a timber wolf crossed the ice from 
our cabin to the island.  The same winter the late George Sick-
man  also saw a wolf.  He lived next door and was looking out 
the windows about 2:00 a.m. when a timber wolf jumped up on 
Nystrom’s well pump cover.  It then came up onto George’s deck 
and passed right in front of the windows as George was looking 
out!  I believed it.

You may not believe it, but Jane and I observed an unusual ob-
ject in the water while on a pontoon ride.  It was an animal in the 
middle of the lake swimming towards the Marcella Drive shore.  
It was small, gray colored and had a big bushy tail sticking high 
out of the water.  It was a squirrel.  They can seemingly do any-
thing they want on land, but I didn’t think they could swim across 
the lake.  Maybe it never made it, but don’t underestimate their 
abilities.

Down through the years we have had 3 bears in our yard.  The 
first one Jane thought was a black lab about to make a mess on 
our lawn.  A second look revealed a tan face and it was missing 
the tail.  Another one checked our bird feeder and headed for the 
neighbors but I think it smelled the dogs and decided to swim to 
the island.  It was a good swimmer but not fast.

One time while I was standing on the dock I heard some high 
pitched squealing and turned to see an adult muskrat swimming 
toward the dock with a baby muskrat in its mouth.  The baby was 
protesting loudly. They went under the dock not to be seen again.  
Moving day can be stressful for anyone, I guess.

The most recent sighting was Aug. 9, 2010 at about 10:45 p.m.  
While facing northwest outdoors, I saw some unusual lights in 
the sky.  They were visible through a gap in the trees.  The lights 
were distinct white lights, moving south at a moderate speed in 
a straight line.  There were 4 or 5 following each other at about 
1 second intervals and I saw them for about that many seconds.  
Then they were blocked by the tree cover.  The next night WCCO 
TV news showed some nighttime images in the sky taken by a 
photographer.  There were 4-5 images that no one could identify.  
The news anchors said they would contact NASA for identifica-
tion.  At times I may not be credible, but I REALLY NEED 
another witness this time.   These natural or unnatural sightings 
are my version of the truth.

The last item is just an observation taken over a long (40 years) 
period of time.  The large cranberry bog west of our house is grad-
ually filling in with tag alder brush and small tamarack trees from 
the perimeters toward the center.  I think it is a natural occurrence, 
but as a daily observer it is a prominent scene change.

MN Boating Guide 2011 – a summary of laws and rules
Department of Natural Resourses
Enforcement:  Colleen Telander, 218 308-2673
 
Any visiting boat/trailer or a resident’s boat/trailer used in other lakes 
must be washed free of aquatic hitchhikers and dried for at least 5 
days before accessing the lake.
All motorized, non-motorized and personal watercraft must display 
valid registration decals and numbers on both sides of watercraft.
Non-motorized crafts have the right-of-way over motorized in all situ-
ations.
No watercraft should be operated in a careless or reckless manner.
No watercraft should be operated so that its wash or wake endangers, 
harasses or interferes with any person or property.
No watercraft should be operated within 150 feet of a shoreline, swim-
ming area, diver’s warning flag, etc.
Within 150 of shoreline, watercraft must abide by no-wake speed (5 
mph or less.)
No refuse should be deposited or left in or upon the lake.
Personal watercraft operators 13 to 17 years of age must either have 
a 21 year old on board or a watercraft operator’s permit.
Anyone riding on or operating a personal watercraft must wear an 
approved personal flotation device (PFD or life jacket.)

 “Old (30+ years) news clipping…
work being done over to Oman’s 

cabin on island.”

“Each moment of the year has its own beauty…a picture which was 
never before and shall never be seen again.”  Ralph Waldo Emerson



LIVING IN LOON TERRITORY     
Loons need clean, clear water so they can catch fish. Shoreline devel-
opment can impact water quality by increasing run-off, erosion and 
contamination by chemicals. Shoreline development may eliminate 
nesting habitat or reduce habitat quality by increasing disturbance 
and predation.
A few simple things you can do to help loons:
•	 Reduce run-off and erosion from your waterfront property by 

encouraging natural vegetation along the shoreline.
•	 Use only phosphate-free detergent and fertilizer.
•	 Keep pets from running wild along lake shores and harassing 

wildlife.
•	 Make sure garbage is out of reach of loon predators like skunks and 

raccoons.
•	 Enjoy loons from a distance with binoculars or a spotting scope, 

especially if they are nesting near you.
 
BOATERS 
Loons can be difficult to see, and may surface unexpectedly when 
they’re diving for fish. Collisions with speeding boats and personal 
watercraft are unfortunately one of the leading causes of death for 
loons in Minnesota.
Wakes from boats can flood a loon’s shoreline nest, and they can eas-
ily overwhelm small chicks. This is a particular problem when boats 
and personal watercrafts circle in one area for long periods of time.
Canoes and kayaks that move easily in shallow water can get much 
too close to unsuspecting loons on their nests. They may unwittingly 
sneak up on loons and startle them off nests, leaving eggs unprotected 
while they paddle by.
A few ways to reduce boating impacts:
•	 Watch for loons and keep your distance, especially in shallow areas.
•	 Slow down if you suspect you are close to diving loons.
•	 Stay away from nesting loons. If you find one, move out of the area.
•	 Boating activity during the season, especially holiday weekends, 

can be particularly hard on loons.
•	 Slow down when close to shore. Adhere to “no wake zone” within 

150 feet of any shoreline.
•	 Keep milfoil and other invasive exotic plants out of Minnesota lakes 

by keeping your boat and trailer “weed free”.
 
ANGLERS
Healthy fish populations make lakes popular for both loons and 
anglers.
Anglers who stay for long periods in secluded coves can disturb nest-
ing adults. The loons can be spooked off their nest, leaving their eggs 
susceptible to predators and the elements.
Fishing gear poses problems for loons. Every year, loons in Minnesota 
die after becoming tangled in monofilament line. Lead poisoning 
from lead sinkers and lead-headed jigs is the highest leading cause 
of death for adult loons in Minnesota.
A few tips for fishing with loons:
•	 Avoid fishing for prolonged periods in secluded coves where loons 

may be nesting or feeding, especially in early summer when the 
eggs and young chicks are most vulnerable.

•	 Use only lead-free fishing sinkers and jigs and properly dispose of 
old lead tackle.

•	 Retrieve broken fishing line.
•	 Properly dispose of spent fishing line and pick up discarded line in 

the water or along the shore.
 

BE AWARE OF STATE LAWS THAT HELP PROTECT 
SHORELINES, WILDLIFE AND WILDLIFE HABITAT!
Common Loons are protected by both state and federal laws prohibit-
ing harassment of wildlife. For more information about those laws or 
to report violations, contact Kathy Haas, 218-308-2641, MN DNR.
 
Watching Common Loons and listening to their haunting calls is a 
popular activity. Loons have many fascinating behaviors that are easy 
to observe from afar. If you’re lucky, you may see a loon dive for a fish 
and feed its chick. Or you may see a loon preen its feathers or peer in 
the water, looking for its next meal.
 
IF YOU SEE THESE SIGNS, TAKE THE HINT AND MOVE 
AWAY:
•	 A loon is splashing across the water doing the “penguin dance.” The 

loon appears to stand up in the water and move toward you in an 
aggressive manner, sometimes also making the distinctive “yodel” call.

•	 A loon is vocalizing at you. Listen for the “tremolo”, a quavering 
laugh commonly given when loons are annoyed or alarmed.

•	 A loon is lying very flat on the shoreline with its head down. The 
loon is on a nest and if approached will slide into the water, leaving 
the eggs exposed to predators and the elements.

 
LOON CALENDAR 
 
APRIL Common Loons return to Minnesota lakes right after ice out, 
and spend about a month establishing their territories and bonding 
with their mate.
 
WATCH for pairs of loons exhibiting courtship displays like dipping 
their bills in the water or swimming around each other in circles.
 
MAY–JUNE Loons build their nests of dead vegetation and mud right 
on the shoreline, away from wind, waves, people, and predators. They 
often nest on small islands where there are fewer predators and people.
 
WATCH for single birds in quiet, shallow coves and near islands, 
since parents must take turns sitting on the eggs.
 
JULY-AUGUST After about 27 days, the eggs hatch and the loon 
family moves to a nearby “nursery” area. The loon parents spend much 
of their time catching small fish for hungry chicks. Chicks ride on 
their parents’ backs to stay warm and safe from predators.
 
WATCH for pairs of loons with one or two small chicks in tow or 
on their backs. The chicks are quite small when they first hatch, so 
may be difficult to see.
 
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER Most chicks can now feed themselves 
and fly. Their parents leave them to congregate in large groups, or 
“rafts”. Groups of chicks will gather together later in the fall in “rafts” 
of their own.
 
WATCH for large gatherings of loons on lakes. Adult loons may 
be molting into their dull gray and white plumage so may look very 
similar to the drab but full-grown juveniles.
 
NOVEMBER-MARCH Loons spend the winter resting and feeding 
along the coast. Juvenile loons will wait about seven years before they 
return to fresh water to breed.
 
WATCH for the dull gray and white plumage of wintering adults 
and juveniles close to shore all along southern and eastern coastlines.

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE WATER
Chris Parthun

There continues to be a growing awareness of this area’s abundant 
natural resources that is drawing increasing numbers of visitors and 
new residents to Beltrami County.   Opportunities abound for recre-
ational ventures on public land, and the 350+ lakes and hundreds of 
river miles offer a wide variety of recreational possibilities.  With these 
amenities so near, it’s easy to understand why so many opt to reside in 
the area – particularly on riparian properties.   Since the early 1900’s, 
residents have discovered the pleasures of living on the lake.

If you have resided in Beltrami County for more than 10 years, the 
changes in our shorelines are probably evident to you.   Houses and 
cabins seem to spring up overnight, peering through shorelines that 
were once densely vegetated.   Perhaps you have wondered if we are 
loving our lakes too much, or how much density a lake can handle 
before succumbing to the effects of human activities?

The Wisconsin DNR partnered with Project NEMO to evaluate the 
effects of development on lakes.  Project NEMO (Nonpoint Educa-
tion for Municipal Officials) is a nationally recognized educational 
program for local elected and appointed decision makers addressing 
the relationship between land use and natural resource protection.   
The study considered the changing contributions of runoff volume, 
phosphorous, and sediments to lakes as undeveloped lots are changed 
to seasonal cabins and then to year-round residences.

Undeveloped lots were found to contribute small amounts of runoff, 
phosphorous, and sediments to the lake.   As the lot was developed 
into a seasonal cabin, much of the shoreline vegetation and near-shore 
aquatic vegetation remained intact.   A small footpath wandered 
through the trees and vegetation to the wooden dock and fishing boat.  
From the lake, you could hardly see the cabin.   The small footprint 
of the cabin with the intact vegetation didn’t increase the amounts of 
runoff and phosphorous to the lake, but the sediment contribution 
increased 400% (4 times more than the undeveloped scenario).

As the development scenario continued, the small cabin was re-
placed with a year-round residential structure.   Much of the shoreline 
vegetation was removed to improve the view corridors to the lake.   A 
green lawn was preferred over the native shrubs and forbs.  Most of 
the near-shore aquatic vegetation was removed to provide for a beach 
area, dock, and boat lift.   The new residence had a significantly larger 
footprint on the landscape with a larger impervious roof, driveway, 
and accessory buildings.   The resulting change of these impacts to the 
lake?   Runoff volumes increased 500%, phosphorous contributions 
increased 600%, and the sediment loading to the lake increased by a 
whopping 1800% (18 times more than the undeveloped scenario)!

This example is for a single lakeshore parcel.   Multiplied many 
times over as density increases around the lake, the significance of 
the cumulative impacts becomes unmistakable.   What is considered 
a small change in the contributions from only one parcel becomes an 
expansive shift in the dynamics of the lake’s ecosystem.   This shift 
often results in substantial decreases in water clarity and the health 
of the fishery, and increases in algal blooms and opportunities for 
establishment of exotic and/or invasive species.  

Dr. Patrick Welle and Dr. Charles Parson from Bemidji State 
University examined 1,205 properties sold between 1996 and 2001 on 
37 lakes in six real estate market areas: Bemidji, Park Rapids, Aitkin, 
Walker, Brainerd, and Grand Rapids.  Their study attempted to cor-
relate lakeshore property values to the lake’s water clarity, assuming 
that clearer lakes would command a higher real estate value.  They 
found that improving water clarity significantly increases lakeshore 
property values, while a decrease in water clarity had a corresponding 
negative effect to the lakeshore property value.

Development can have a significant impact to a lake’s water quality, 
and a significant effect on the property value.   Adopting a stewardship 
approach to lakeshore ownership and implementing sound conserva-
tion practices that maintain shoreland buffers, aquatic vegetation, 

LONG LAKE CLASSIFIEDS
 

CHRISTMAS TREES & TREES FOR TRANSPLANT 
Fred and Pat Pick will be selling Christmas Trees this year. You 
can choose and cut your own tree or have Fred cut one for you.

Scotch, Norway and White Pine plus Balsam Fir. 
ALSO, trees are available for transplant.

If you are interested in a Christmas tree, please contact the 
Picks at 218 586-2617. (Prices vary re: type/size of tree.)

Christmas Trees will be available beginning Nov. 25, 2011.
Trees for transplant are available during the growing seasons.

 

MY THREE SONS Handy Man & Lawn Care 
Efficient !  Reliable!  Versatile!

Luke * Joe * Tom @ 218 556-2722 (or 751-2807)
 

REAL ESTATE  

 

 

TRAILERS/MOTOR FOR SALE
 1)	 Boat Trailer – holds 16” boat, has 24” tires.  $100

2	 Utility Trailer – red, 4 x 6”.  $100
3)	 Evinrude 4hp Boat Motor  $300.00          

Contact Will Johnson @ 586-2969

FIREWORKS
Wendy Larson

For those of you who wish to celebrate the 4th of July and other 
holidays with fireworks over Long Lake, please be mindful that in 
addition to their beautiful colors, shapes, and exciting explosions, 
many of the chemicals that make up those colors and explosions 
are toxic to breathe or ingest for animals and humans (especially 
to unborn and young children), including through eating the fish 
exposed to those substances.  For example, the propellant perchlo-
rate is known to cause thyroid problems in humans and animals.  

While the amount of chemicals from a fireworks display may 
seem too insignificant to have an effect, for some chemicals only 
several parts per billion result in toxicity, while others bioaccumulate 
over time, increasing cancer risk.  For these and other reasons, a 
number of lake associations in Minnesota have banned the use of 
fireworks on their smaller lakes.  One source for information on 
the chemicals used in fireworks and their effects is http://www.
backcountryattitude.com/toxic_fireworks.html.  Thank you for 
your consideration.

retains stormwater on the land, and reduces phosphorous inputs can 
have a substantial role in maintaining a lake’s water quality and clarity, 
and helps sustain and improve the lakeshore owner’s property value.

Questions or comments about this article can be addressed to chris.
parthun@co.beltrami.mn.us. 

“We will forever be known by the tracks we leave.”


