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Letter From Our Association President
It has been a year since I was elected president of the Long 

Lake Association, and I want to thank everyone who has helped 
to make this job a pleasant one.  The lake association board has 
been a great group to work with and has been willing to meet 
and help whenever needed. Many have volunteered to call before 
social events to help remind people of upcoming events, and 
that has helped increase attendance.  Our newsletter editors, 
Diane Plath and Jane Carlson, have attended board meetings 
and worked hard at getting materials ready for publication.  We 
have also been fortunate to have Curtiss Hunt handling the 
web site for us.  He does a great job.  Be sure to check it out.  If 
you have not been attending social events, come and meet your 
neighbors.  They are a great bunch of people! 

Our organization is not only a social organization.  It is a 
great tool for addressing issues concerning lake residents.  We 
all want to preserve the lake quality and keep this lake a safe 
and pleasant place for all people to enjoy. One major concern 
we need to address is the problem of exotic species.  More and 
more lakes are being infested, and we need to be diligent to 
prevent this from happening on Long Lake.  The fact we have 
no public access is both a good and bad thing for us.  The good 
thing is that we do not have a great number of people entering 
and leaving our lake.  The bad thing is that we do not have one 
location to check boats for infestation.  We all need to check any 
boat brought in by guests and our own boats if we take them to 
other lakes and return to Long Lake.  Jet skis need to be run out 
of the water for 20-25 seconds.  It will not hurt them.  All boats 
need to have their plugs removed, live wells and bait buckets 
drained away from the lake, and trailers, motors, and boats in-
spected to remove plant particles. Feel the bottom of the boat. 
If it is rough like sandpaper, there may be zebra mussels.  The 
boat should be rinsed with high pressure and/or hot tap water 
(above 104 degrees.)  If milfoil gets into the lake, it will destroy 
fishing and swimming as we know it; if zebra mussels get into 
our lake, they will destroy motors and water pipes and make it 
painful to walk in the water as they feel as sharp as razor blades. 

Common courtesy on the lake will prevent accidents and avoid 
conflict from boaters and other residents.  Jet skiers, water skiers, 
and tubers need to avoid driving close to docks, shorelines and 
other boats and to spread their activity over a larger area rather 
than circling in one specific area.  Swimmers need to avoid 
swimming where boaters may not see them. It is safer to swim 
near shore.  If we all work together, we can avoid conflict and 
safely enjoy our beautiful Long Lake.

Diane Winter, President
Long Lake Association
803 7th Ave SW
Austin, MN 55912

Diane Winter
Squatting

Do we need a sign that says “Loons Only”?  Apparently 
the muskrat didn’t know that a loon raft is designed only for 
loons.  For years, we had a pair of loons nesting on the loon 
raft at the south end of the lake and hatching one or two loons 
each year.  The loon raft  got old, fell apart, and sunk into 
the water.  No loons had successful hatchings for one or two 
years, so we decided to replace the faulty loon raft with one 
that had been unused behind the island.  My husband and I 
hauled the loon raft to the south end of the lake and anchored 
it to the sunken one. We were hopeful that the loons would 
successfully return.  When we looked in the spring, the loon 
raft was tilted to one side and filled with a muskrat’s nest.  
Apparently, she thought it would be an ideal location for a 
home.  We disagreed.  I shoveled and raked the large amount 
of reeds, mud, and other brush off the raft, but it was too late 
for a loon to nest that year.  This year, however, I was very 
pleased to see that Mrs. Loon had returned to the loon raft 
and successfully hatched two babies.  Luckily, the muskrat 
family must have moved to another location.

No one protects our lake but ourselves.  
No one can and no one may.  

We ourselves must walk the path.

Designated Infested Waters
The website to learn which lakes in MN are infested with 
invasive species is www.drnr.state.mn.us/. Click on Invasive 
Species, Aquatic Invasive Species, Designated infested wa-
ters. This website has all of the latest information about AIS.



The Old Eagle Tree
In a remote clearing stood a large oak tree apparently of century’s 

growth, and one of the most gigantic of the splendid species.  It 
looked like the father of the surrounding forest.  A single tree of 
huge dimensions, standing all alone, is a sublime object.  

On top of this tree an old eagle, built her nest every year for many 
years, and unmolested raised her young.  What is remarkable, this 
tree stood fully ten miles from the lake shore.  It has long been 
known as the “Old Eagle Tree.”

On a warm sunny day workmen were cutting hay in an adjoin-
ing field.  At a certain hour of the day the old eagle was known to 
set off for the lake, to gather food for her young.  As she this day 
returned with a large fish in her claws, the workmen surrounded 
the tree, and by yelling and hooting and throwing stones so scared 
the poor bird that she dropped her fish, and they carried it off in 
triumph.

The men soon dispersed; but Joseph sat down under a bush 
nearby to watch, and to bestow unavailing pity.  The bird soon 
returned to her nest without 
food.  The eaglets at once set up 
a cry for food so shrill, so clear 
and so clamorous that the boy 
was greatly moved.

The parent bird seemed to 
try to soothe them; but their 
appetites were too keen, and it 
was all in vain.  She then perched 
herself on a limb near them, and 
looked down into the nest with a 
look that seemed to say, “I do not 
know what to do next.”

Her indecision was but momentary; again she poised herself, 
uttered one or two sharp notes, as if telling them “lie still,” bal-
anced her body, spread her wings, and was away again for the lake!

Joseph was determined to see the result.  His eye followed her 
till she grew small, smaller, a mere speck in the sky, and then 
disappeared. 

She was gone nearly two hours, about double her usual time for 
a voyage, when she again returned on a slow, weary wing, flying 
uncommonly low in order to have a heavier atmosphere to sustain 
her, with another fish in her talons.

On nearing the clearing she made a circuit around it, to see if 
her enemies were again there.  Finding the coast clear, she once 
more reached her tree, drooping, faint and weary, and evidently 
nearly exhausted.  Again the eaglets set their cry, which was soon 
hushed by the distribution of the dinner.

“The Junior Instructor Book 2” by Beecher (Editor) United Educators 
(1943). Photograph by Gene Johnson.

Expect to pass this way but once; any good therefore 
that you can do or any kindness you can show 

to any creature, do it now.

How to Stop Invasive Species
 (You’re Not Going to Like It)

The recent news about the extent of zebra mussel infestation in 
Mille Lacs is just the tip of that environmental iceberg.  Its impact 
on the fishery and its economic consequences are yet to be realized. 
I shudder to imagine this scene playing out in one of our Boundary 
Waters lakes…or any other… lakes that allow motor boat access.  
Is it truly just a matter of time before these lakes also fall victim 
to infestation?  Sadly, it is, given that our current best efforts fall 
terribly short.

But it doesn’t have to be.  There is a bold solution yet to be of-
fered. It’s a drastic but near-certain prevention, rather than a cure.  
It will undeniably stop aquatic invasive species from gaining entry 
into new waters.  It is a total ban on outside boats, motors, bait and 
bait containers on uncontaminated lakes and waterways.  It can be 
achieved through a state-run system of recreational and fishing boat 
and bait concessions.

Expensive?  Impractical?  A violation of Minnesotans’ precious 
“right” to boat and fish wherever they please?  Maybe so.  But which 
is more precious – our “rights” or our waters?  Imagine if such a 
system had been put in place when the first zebra mussels were 
found in the Great Lakes.

Can you already hear the outcry from fishermen, boat (and per-
sonal watercraft) owners, and boat and motor manufacturers and 
retailers?  Yet they all share in the blame and must also share in 
the pain of any solution, because without truly drastic action, all of 
our waterways and 10,000 lakes are in real peril, as is the legacy of 
fishing that we love and treasure in Mn….

Not so long ago, it was common for fisherman to drive to a lake 
and rent a boat.  But that was before seemingly everyone owned 
their boats and discovered their “right” to haul them and the exotic 
species that inevitably stow away to the lakes of their choosing.  
These perceived rights are fostered by our hyper individualistic, 
have-it-all-and-more culture.  (Remember, it was our “right” to 
import and consume cheap goods that brought these organisms to 
our shores in the first place.)

I suppose there is another possible fix.  That would be to install 
truly hygienic decontamination equipment at each and every access 
point on all of our 10,000 lakes – or at least the ones we value enough 
to protect.  But this would be even more expensive and inconvenient, 
and it would require harsh and environmentally unfriendly chemi-
cals, plus resource-intensive heat, water and runoff treatment, not 
to mention enforcement, management and infrastructure.

We can’t have it both ways– carefree access to our lakes and riv-
ers with private boats, and waters free of exotic species. That has 
been proven. Even our best and most sincere efforts to do the right 
thing haven’t been enough.  Only controlled access through licensed 
concessionaires can halt the spread of infestation.

It’s not simple, either, since it will require a commitment from 
our neighbor to the north to do the same.  And it’s a bitter pill to 
swallow for a liberty-loving people who revel in the wealth of Mn’s 
natural treasures, cultural heritage and family traditions.  But it’s 
medicine we must take in order to save what remains, or we’ll risk 
losing it all.
StarTribune Opinion piece, Mpls, MN, 8/6/12 by David Bellert - lives 
on Lake Minnetonka

• • • • • • • • • • • • Suggested Reading • • • • • • • • • • • •

FOR LOVE OF LAKES by Darby Nelson
darbynelson.com

“For Love of Lakes” … a mixture of travelogue, memoir, story-
telling, biography, and a bit of biology class. Minnesota author, 
Darby Nelson, wrote this book to discover why, if humans love 
lakes so much, do we continually destroy them by our actions. 
By the time Nelson reaches his conclusions, he has built a solid 
foundation based on his experiences so that readers can find 
themselves nodding their heads in agreement.  Nelson’s story 
is one of his personal discoveries in understanding the complex 
system we call a “lake.” It is a gentle read, the literary equivalent 
of a canoe paddle through each dimension of a lake. If you own 
or influence lake shore property, “For Love of Lakes” is a must 
read!  (Amazon readers’ comments)

Protect Minnesota’s Waters!
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Watercraft Inspection Handbook 
You must…
1. Clean  visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels and other prohibited 
species from watercraft, trailers, and equipment before transporting 
from any water access.
2. Drain water from bilge, live well, motor, ballast tanks, and portable 
bait containers before leaving water accesses or shoreline property. 
Keep drain plug out and water-draining devices open while transport-
ing watercraft.
3. Dump bagged, unwanted bait in the trash.
You may not...
Transport aquatic plants, water, or prohibited invasive species such as 
zebra mussels or Eurasian watermilfoil.
Dump live bait into state waters, on shore, or on the ground.
Launch, or attempt to place, watercraft, trailers or equipment with 
aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or prohibited invasive species into any 
state waters.
Additional recommended precautions...
1. To remove or kill hard-to-see aquatic invasive species before 
moving to other water bodies the following is advised:
SPRAY  with high-pressure water and rinse with very hot 
water and/or DRY boats and water-related equipment for at 
least five days.
2. REPORT new sightings of aquatic invasive species. If you 
suspect a new infestation of an invasive plant or animal, do 
the following:
•Place the specimen in a bag or other container to keep it intact; if 
the specimen is an animal (e.g., snail, zebra mussel, spiny water flea), 
pour rubbing alcohol on it to preserve the animal.
•Take a photo of the suspected invasive species.
•Mark on a lake map or GPS the exact location where the specimen 
was found.
•Contact the local DNR office immediately to arrange transport to a 
DNR official.
•Email a photo and the location of the possible discovery to a local 
DNR office.
Boaters are also reminded of a new law that went into effect July 1. 
Boat lifts, docks, rafts and related equipment removed from any water 
body may not be placed in another water body until at least 21 days 
have passed.
Civil Penalties...
A citation issued under this section must impose the following amounts:
(1) for transporting aquatic macrophytes in violation of section 84D 
.09, $50;
(2) for placing or attempting to place into waters of the state water-
related equipment that has aquatic macrophytes attached, $100;
(3) for unlawfully possessing or transporting a prohibited invasive 
species other than an aquatic macrophyte, $250;
(4) for placing or attempting to place into waters of the state water-
related equipment that has prohibited invasive species attached when 
the waters are not designated by the commissioner as being infested 
with that invasive  species, $500 for the first offense and $1,000 for 
each subsequent offense;
(5) for intentionally damaging, moving, removing, or sinking a buoy 
marking, as prescribed by rule, Eurasian water milfoil, $100;
(6) for failing to remove plugs, open valves, and drain water from 
water-related equipment, other than marine sanitary systems, before 
leaving waters of the state, $50; and
(7) for transporting infested water off riparian property without a 
permit as required by rule, $200. 

Lake Water Quality Linked to Property Values
Water clarity is the single most important factor in determin-

ing lakeshore property values.  That is the conclusion reached in 
a study of several lakes in north central Minnesota, “Lakeshore 
Property Values and Water Quality”.   The study, released in 
June, was conducted by Charles Parson and Patrick Welle, 
Bemidji State University professors of Economics and Environ-
mental Studies and was funded by the Mississippi Headwaters 
Board and the Legislative Committee for Mn Resources.
     A lakeshore’s value rises and falls directly in relation to the 
water’s depth of visibility.  Although the number varies greatly 
from lake to lake, in general, lakeshore owners can figure that 
1 meter (a little more than 3 feet) of improvement in clarity is 
worth $50 to $60 per frontage foot of lakeshore while inversely 
a 3 foot reduction in clarity could reduce the value by $71 to 
$85 per foot of lakeshore. (This decrease-in-value formula is 
based on the study’s example of Leech Lake since Long Lake 
was not included in the study.)
     The study’s conclusion gives property owners and elected 
officials firm economic reasons to think about land use and 
development ordinances.  Failure to maintain septic systems, 
removing trees, native plants and aquatic vegetation in front of 
lake property, mowing everything down to the water and heavy 
fertilizing might increase property value in the short term, but 
such changes by too many owners will eventually alter a lake’s 
ecology, degrade its water and decrease property values.
Sources: 	 co.cass.mn.us/esd/intralake/bsu_study.pdf
	 minnesotawaters.org/group.hccola/property-values              

Why Sensible Outdoor Lighting Matters
“Light pollution is not a matter of life and death.  Yet it is 

important nonetheless, profoundly so.  We human beings lose 
something of ourselves when we can no longer look up and 
see our place in the universe.   It is like never again hearing the 
laughter of children; we give up part of what we are.”
David Crawford/International Dark Sky Association


