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Letter From Our Association President
Our Long Lake is a beautiful lake. The cleanliness and 

peacefulness is the reason many of us purchased our property 
here.  The lake is changing, with more residents and larger, 
more powerful boats on the lake.  Lake quality and safety on 
the lake is a big concern to all of us.  In order for boaters, 
skiers, tubers, fishermen, and swimmers to co-exist, we need 
to remember to show courtesy toward each other. 

Because Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) are a constant 
threat to our lake quality, we need to remember to be diligent 
in checking our boats whenever we take our boats to other lakes 
and return to Long Lake.  We need to remove the plug and drain 
our boats, remove any AIS found on the boat, pressure-wash the 
boat, rinse with hot water, and remove it from the lake for 5 days 
before re-entering the lake. Be sure the drain plug is removed 
from visiting boats and ask where the boat was last used and how 
long it has been out of the water.  

Because we do not have a public access, many of us are 
dependent upon our neighbors for use of their launching sites.  
We need to ask permission before putting boats in or out, and 
thank them for the opportunity to use their site.  Limiting the 
number of visiting boats will lower the risk of AIS infestation. 

Boaters need to remember to keep away from docks and 
shoreline as well as avoiding other boaters and fishermen. Ski-
ers, tubers (tow one at a time) and jet skis need to spread their 
activity over a greater area rather than circling in one area. 
Boaters need to avoid excessive speed as wave action causes 
shore erosion. Skiing and tubing one hour before sunset and 
beyond is illegal and dangerous. Swimmers need to swim near 
shore, rather than across the lake, as boaters cannot see them 
unless they have a boat accompanying them. Courtesy and 
cooperation will make this a safer, cleaner lake.
Diane Winter

Diane Winter, President
Long Lake Association
803 7th Ave SW
Austin, MN 55912

GARTRELL’S GROUSE

Last fall I was mulching up leaves with my rider mower 
on the lake side of the little house.  This grouse comes out 
of the woods and starts to follow the mower!  It follows me, 
like only by 5 feet, around the little house all the way to the 
garage.  I turned it off and sat there while the grouse walked 
around the mower 3 times cooing.   I called Bill Beck on 
my cell phone, put it on speakerphone and held it up to the 
grouse, which clucked a few times.  To which Bill said, “I’ll 
be darned.”  He came over with his camera and got some 
photos.   After 10 minutes of clucking and eating greens 
around the mower, it walked into the woods toward Bill’s 
house. Totally joking he may have said, “Here comes dinner.”   

The next day, the grouse began to follow me on the mower 
again. Called Jay Johnson who walked over.  The grouse had 
gone back in the brush, but when I started up the mower it 
came out, to Jay’s amazement.  Jay, Bill and I had not been 
drinking, but we are not so sure about the grouse. 

The human spirit needs places where nature has 
not been rearranged by the hands of man.
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(Bemidji Pioneer)

Please don’t mow your ditches. Many beautiful plants grow in the 
ditches. Right now we see milkweed, ferns, lady’s slippers, and the 
beautiful orange color of the hoary puccoon. The monarch caterpillar 
needs the milkweed to live. If you want to see monarch butterflies, you 
have to stop mowing down the milkweed. There are also many animals 
that live in the ditch. Several birds make their nests in the ditch. We 
understand that there are some reasons why ditches are mowed a little 
bit (like visibility).

We also wish more people would leave their shoreline natural. 
Mowing all the way down to the water’s edge is unnecessary. Trees, 

bushes, and native plants keep the soil in place and provide shade 
for spawning fish. The plants in the water provide homes for baby 
fish.

We don’t think that ditches or lakeshores need to look like a 
golf course. We like the natural look and appreciate what it does for 
everything else.

Reed Johnson, six year old resident of Long Lake
With a little help from my mom, Erika Bailey-Johnson

The bold line going down the center of 
the entire lake designates where high-
speed watercraft can safely and re-
spectfully pull a skier or a tube. Please 
do not steer your watercraft around 
in circles -- this causes excessive 
wave action that damages the fragile 
shoreline. It is highly recommended 
to confine watercraft activities to the 
center of the lake to allow waves to 
dissipate before hitting the shoreline.
 
For more information, see the article 
titled “Boaters: Reduce Water Churn 
and Boat Wake to Protect Our Lake” 
on page three.

Long Lake

In the end, we will conserve only what we love; we will love only what we understand, 
and we will understand only what we have been taught.
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BE PROACTIVE
IDENTIFIED INFESTED WATERS

The website to learn which lakes in Mn have been identified 
as infested with invasive species is www.dnr.state.mn.us/.  
Click on Invasive Species, Aquatic Invasive Species, 
Designated infested waters.  This website has all of the 
latest information about AIS.

Boaters: Reduce Water Churn and 
Boat Wake to Protect Our Lake

The water quality of Long Lake is some of the clearest 
and cleanest in the Bemidji region. That crystal-clear water 
has attracted more residents to our lake in recent years, 
bringing with them the potential for larger and more powerful 
motorized boats that can negatively affect water quality and 
the lake environment. Boaters on Long Lake should be aware 
of these negative impacts and the ways in which our lake’s 
water quality can be protected.

One consideration is the type of engine used. A gasoline-
powered boat motor can be either a two-stroke or four-stroke 
design. Two-stroke engines emit 30% of their unburned 
gas and oil mixture into the water. In contrast, four-stroke 
engines are much cleaner, emitting 97% less air and water 
pollution than two-strokes. Pollution from boat motors can 
affect the chemical makeup of lake water, affecting the health 
and abundance of fish and wildlife. 

Another consideration is the impact of boat motors in 
shallow water. The area of the lake with a depth of 15 feet 
or less, called the littoral zone, is where sunlight allows most 
of the aquatic plants to grow. This sensitive area provides 
habitat for fish and waterfowl. On Long Lake, approximately 
45 percent of the lake’s acreage is in the littoral zone. In fact, 
in portions of the eastern half of the lake, the littoral zone 
extends up to 600 feet from the shoreline.

In the littoral zone, boat motors can churn up the lake 
bottom. The propeller on a 50-horsepower motor can stir up 
the lake bottom in 15 feet of water, re-suspending nutrients 
such as phosphorus into the water. These nutrients can 
increase the growth of algae and lifted sediment decreases 
water clarity. Boat motor props also can cut up aquatic plants 
and disturb sensitive habitat for spawning fish.

Besides the potential for underwater damage, the wake 
from a motorized boat can affect the shoreline. Environmental 
studies have shown that wave action from the wake of a 
speeding boat, even waves of only 12 inches in height, can 
cause shoreline erosion.  

The soil particles released by erosion may reduce water 
clarity and interfere with fish populations in shallow water. 
Excessive shoreline erosion can negatively affect property 
values as well.

Boaters can protect Long Lake’s water clarity and reduce 
shoreline erosion by following these guidelines:
1)	 Consider the size of a boat and motor — small and 

narrow lakes such as Long Lake are not appropriate for 
large boats with powerful motors (see map, page four)

2)	 Maintain a slow “no wake” speed over shallow depths of 
15 feet or less; remember, this area can be several hundred 
feet from shore

3)	 High-speed boating, waterskiing and tubing should be 
done down the center of the lake to allow the wake and 
waves to dissipate before reaching the shore

LONG LAKE SENTINELS

Always follow aquatic invasive species prevention guidelines.
Be vigilant about the condition of ALL boats, including 
those belonging to guests, entering Long Lake.
Respect the shoreline by boating in recommended areas and 
by reducing excessive wave action.
Do your part to protect Long Lake so that it can remain the 
beautiful, pristine lake that we all love.

Bear with me…ponder this!

Long Lake Statistics

Long Lake   ID #04007600
Lake Area:  395.50 acres • Littoral Area:  180.50 acres   
Max. Depth:  87’
Water Clarity:  16.50 • Elevation:  1329.69’
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/showreport.
html?downum=04007600

Stewardship is an attitude.  It is the understanding of what 
we do on land and in the water that affects the lake.  It is 
recognition that lakes are vulnerable and that in order to 
make them thrive, citizens, both individually and collec-

tively, must assume responsibility for the care.

4)	 Waterskiing and tubing should not be done in circles as 
this increases wave size

5)	 Maintain a properly tuned engine so it runs efficiently 
and minimizes pollution

6)	 Replace an old motor and two-stroke engine with an 
environmentally sensitive four-stroke model

Additionally, boat operators are reminded to act safely and 
respectfully on the water. Swimmers, canoes, kayaks and 
sailboats always have the right of way over a motorized 
boat. A 200-foot distance should also be maintained around 
loons, ducks and aquatic wildlife.
Source:   RMB Environmental Laboratories Inc

ARE YOU DOING YOUR PART 
TO PROTECT LONG LAKE?

The Department of Natural Resource’s watercraft inspec-
tors and partner organizations work hard to prevent boaters and 
fishermen from transporting aquatic invasive species, but new 
infestations keep happening.

The latest incident occurred Aug 2nd as a boat usually op-
erated on Lake Minnetonka was exiting Lake Bemidji.  Lake 
Minnetonka is among approximately 300 bodies of water in 53 
Mn counties designated as infested with AIS.  Lake Bemidji is 
not.  The watercraft inspector found Eurasian watermilfoil and 
zebra mussels attached to the boat trailer.  The operator was cited 
and now faces a $500.00 fine.

A recent road check along the St Croix River found 21% of 
62 vehicles with watercraft or water-related equipment checked 
were violating state AIS laws, and in Crow Wing County on 
South Long Lake 31% of 22 vehicles inspected were in violation 
of those laws.

Once established, AIS multiply and impact both the ecology 
of the lake and the recreational experience of people using the lake.  
“Watercraft inspectors are doing their job in getting compliance 
with AIS laws, but the real success is going to be won when each 
and every boater takes personal responsibility.”  Everyone trans-
porting a boat from lake to lake needs to take extra precautions 
to avoid spreading AIS to new waters.  
Boaters are required by law to:
•	 Clean visible aquatic plants and animals from your boat, trailer 

and other boating equipment before leaving the water access.
•	 Drain water from motor, boat bilges, live wells, bait contain-

ers and other boating equipment before leaving the water 
access.  Drain plugs must be removed from bilges and live 
wells, and all water draining devices must remain open while 
transporting.

•	 Dispose of unused bait in the trash.
Recommended additional actions to protect our lake:
•	 Spray, rinse or dry boats and recreational equipment to re-

move or kill species that were not visible before transporting 
to another water body, especially after leaving zebra mussel 
or spiny water flea infested waters.  Do one or more:

•	 Spray with high pressure 
•	 Rinse with very hot tap water
•	 Dry for at least 5 days
More information is available at www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/
index_aquatic.html

A lake is the landscape’s most beautiful 
and expressive feature . It is earth’s eye; 

looking into which the beholder 
measures the depth of his own nature .

Conservation Officers Come 
Across a Cart Full of Trouble

     Aquatic invasive species (AIS) are normally confined to 
waterways, so conservation officers (COs) with the Mn 
Dept of Natural Resources (DNR) were surprised when they 
recently discovered a full-blown infestation in a parking lot.
     CO candidate Jen Mueller and CO field officer Kipp 
Duncan of Duluth were on patrol in Two Harbors when they 
made the discovery.  “We pulled into a parking lot and inside 
the bed of a pickup truck we saw a shopping cart completely 
covered with zebra mussels,” said Mueller.
     The owner of the truck, who was from Wahpeton, ND, told 
the officers he was on vacation and saw the shopping cart next 
to two dumpsters near Lake Superior.  He planned to drive up 
the North Shore to Grand Marais before returning to North 
Dakota with the shopping cart.
     “He thought it was unique to have a cart with mussels 
attached and that it would make a nice addition to his 
business,” Mueller said, “so he placed it in his truck.  He did 
not know it was illegal to transport invasive species.”
     The officers took photographs of the cart before removing 
it and placing it in a DNR storage facility.  The offender was 
cited for unlawfully possessing or transporting a prohibited 
invasive species. 
     While securing the infested cart, the officers noticed that 
some zebra mussels were still alive.  They drove to an area 
near the DECC in Duluth harbor where the offender said 
he had found the cart.  There they discovered zebra mussels 
on the ground next to the two dumpsters.  Lake Superior is 
infested with zebra mussels.  It’s unknown how the shopping 
cart made its way from the lake to near the dumpsters.
     A nonnative invasive species, zebra mussels pose serious 
ecological and economic threats to Mn’s lakes and streams.  
Heavy infestations can kill native mussels, impact fish 
populations, interfere with recreation, and increase costs for 
industry, including power and water supply facilities.  Native 
to Eastern Europe and Western Russia, zebra mussels were 
first discovered in Mn in 1989 in the Duluth harbor.  They 
subsequently have spread to dozens of Mn’s inland lakes.
     Mn law prohibits the possession and transport of any 
prohibited AIS in Mn.  COs and peace officers may stop and 
inspect motorists pulling boats or other marine equipment 
upon a “reasonable belief ” that prohibited AIS, which include 
zebra mussels, Eurasian watermilfoil, curly-leaf pondweed, 
silver and bighead carp, ruffe, round goby and sea lamprey, 
may be present.
- DNR News Release September 27, 2012     
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