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Letter from Association President
The snow is gone for good (I promise!) and the loons are calling.  It is 
time to think about how we are going to keep on keeping AIS out of our 
gem of a lake.  Soon we will be making plans to invite our family and 
friends to the lake.

I have attended several statewide AIS conferences this past year and the 
future for Beltrami County is bleak in my view.  There is not a single sure-
fire cure for a single type of AIS and any such cure is years away.  Even so, 
there are similarities between an AIS infestation and a pandemic: both 
can be stopped by utilizing a quarantine.  So I come away even more 
convinced that our Long Lake pledge is the only way to go:

“To keep our lake free of invasive species, I pledge to never put  
ANYTHING in Long Lake that has been in another body of water since 
the last deep freeze”.

Even if your watercraft (or that of your guests) has been drying for 21 
days, it is simply not adequate protection against several kinds of AIS 
because temperature and humidity are big factors in the survivability of 
some AIS.  And, of course, there is no way to find the eggs of spiny wa-
terfleas in mud stuck in a crevice of a boat trailer or waders.

To make matters worse, no one has data on how to protect against our 
newest horrible threat: starry stonewort.  This insidious form of AIS 

quickly forms dense mats and 
has already infested 4 lakes in 
Beltrami County!  Bruce An-
spach, the AIS technician for 
Beltrami County, has told me 
that during an inspection of 
Moose Lake, the motor was 
getting bogged down in starry 
stonewort as he approached a 
private access in water ten feet 
deep. Think of it as trying to 
run a propeller entangled in 

nylon mesh.   Moose Lake will receive treatment but it will be manage-
ment only treatment.  As Bruce remarks, “There is no way to remove it 
from the waterbody at this time”.

Starry stonewort has also been certified present in Upper Red Lake, Big 
Turtle, and at Knutson Dam.  It is unknown how many other lakes have 
already been infected in Beltrami County and ready to explode en masse.  
Bruce happened to find it on Big Turtle last year and the DNR swooped 
in and spent over $50,000 there on treatment.  Obviously, they can’t keep 
spending that kind of money everywhere.   Make no mistake, we will be 
far down the list on treatment if Long Lake becomes infested because we 
do not have a public launch.  We do not have the funds to knock back 
AIS ourselves.  We must also remember that $50,000 worth of treat-
ment didn’t necessarily eradicate the problem.  When the same treatment 
was used in Lake Koronis at Paynesville, the starry stonewort reacted by 
ramping up production of reproductive bodies in the surviving specimens.  
For Big Turtle, the DNR has to go back this spring and spend more time 
and money on inspection.  DNR officials say starry stonewort, once in-
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troduced, has never been eradicated 
from a lake in the U.S.

No foreign equipment equals no 
AIS, so I simply beg you not to al-
low watercraft or trailers onto our 
lake that has been elsewhere.  This 
includes the huge threat of hiring 
trailers from the local marinas to 
launch and retrieve boats in Long 
Lake.  None of us (or our guests or 
our marine merchants) can be sure 
that not a single speck of AIS is pres-
ent somewhere in or on the watercraft or trailers coming in from some-
where else.

No one can guarantee that a single reproductive white bulbil of starry 
stonewort, a tenth of the size of a thumbnail, is not present on a trailer 
that has been in another lake.  Certainly none of us wants to make the 
evening news for having AIS discovered in our launch area.  I know this 
is an inconvenience, an expense, and changes our entertaining social 
structure.  The alternative is much more inconvenience, huge expense, 
and limited or totally lost use of Long Lake.

We do not need to feel defeated.  It is within our power to remain AIS-
free: say “No” to watercraft from elsewhere.  I encourage you to share 
this message to all your family and friends who plan to visit Long Lake. 

To keeping our lake pristine,

Curtiss Hunt
President, LLA

Links to videos of some AIS (there are at least 50 more species):

1.	 Starry stonewort at Big Turtle: https://www.mprnews.org/
story/2016/08/31/dnr-aggressive-approach-on-invasive-starry-
stonewort#gallery

2.  Starry stonewort characteristics:  https://youtu.be/SVZBZJ4i_a4

3.  Zebra mussels: https://youtu.be/abImqGDzXBo

4.  Spiny waterfleas: https://youtu.be/krzs5ukbRQE

5.  Eurasian watermilfoil: https://youtu.be/SOIuy3yj60Y 

Starry Stonewort

Bulbil of Starry  
Stonewort (magnified)

Need for 
conscientious 

compassion guided  
by wisdom, is the  
most urgent need  
of the hour. We 

cannot manage lakes, 
only human activity.

TAKES ON PREVIOUS  
LAKE SURVEY

• 	Flyers on doors might be good for AIS 
communication.

•	 New association members and others who 
want to be members feel unwelcome by 
current association members -- esp. if new 
folks are younger with kids.

•  With nearly 80% of survey respondents 61 
years old or older, the association needs to 
recruit younger members.

•  Association should probably go out of its 
way to be welcoming to younger members 
and inviting to new members, esp. if they 
live off the lake, to encourage buy-in with 
AIS prevention rules and other rules so 
people don’t feel excluded, bitter and prone 
to break rules out of spite.

•  Good idea to do the survey!

Jinx Dawson – Karen Ludtke – Diane Maus 
Not pictured:  Sharon Eriksson/Becca,  

Brenda Finkenbinder, Pat Pick, Carol Hoyem/Lynn,  
Maggie Schwegman, & Diane Winter/Nicole  

Diane Maus teaches the class at her home and 
guides you step-by-step. She furnishes the boards-
paints-supplies-patterns:  class cost $30.

If there is an interest for a class this summer, 
contact:  dianemaus@msn.com.



Tick Talk 
Spring has arrived and, as we start enjoying our  
favorite outdoor activities, don’t let your fun be 
ruined by ticks. Although it is difficult to make 
predictions on the severity of ticks in a given 
season, it does appear because of our mild winter, 
that we may experience a year of above average 
tick numbers. However, regardless 
of how abundant they are, ticks are 
always a concern that people should 
remember so they can take the proper 
precautions to protect themselves 
when outdoors.

Over a span of 93 years, 
Hilltop Drive Northeast 

became what it is today.  Dick 
Johnson and Natalie Roholt share 

their stories.

1924  Pioneer Realty Co purchased land 
ranging north to Loon Lake – now called 

Roadside Lake - and south to Long Lake.  This 
plat was named “Lake Shore Park” and it was 
sectioned into blocks, lots, out lots, streets 
and avenues.  The result was 279 lots, each lot 

measuring 50’ x 125’.  “Lake Shore Park” was never developed.

1971 “Lake Shore Park” acreage was purchased by Joel 
Deweese/Natalie Roholt and others. The name was changed to 
“Chippewa Pines.”  The property was re-surveyed and 19 lots 
were established.  They also had to purchase property from 
*Cook’s Resort in order to have access into “Chippewa Pines.”

1987  Pat Riley/Natalie Roholt sold 25 acres to Dick Johnson.

2015  Riley/Roholt purchased from Linda Linscheid Bathen 
lakeshore property just west of their property.

2017  Six homes, one trailer home, and one lot exist on the west 
side of Hilltop.  On the east side of Hilltop Road, Johnson owns 
the property north of Partridge Road and Riley/Roholt, south 
of Partridge. Their respective properties are adjacent to the 
boundary of the Chippewa National Forest. 

Dick and Mary Johnson have owned their Long Lake property 
since 1972.  Dick has developed 1.5 miles of walking trails on 
his land as he plans to keep it in its natural state.  This parcel 
includes a chapel, swings, and signed trails, all of which have 
given Dick and Mary many years of enjoyment.    

Natalie has resided on Long Lake for 47 years!  Pat and Natalie 
now own approximately 700 feet of lake shore on Long Lake 
and own 12 acres bordering the Chippewa National Forest.

*Cook’s Resort was the first, year-round residence on Long 
Lake.  The resort’s property extended approximately from Dick 
Johnson’s to Bill Bowman’s property.  A few resort buildings 
still remain on private lakeshore properties - some painted red!

What is the story of your road or of your residency on Long 
Lake?!  Would it be an interesting feature in a future issue of 
“The Sentinel?”  Contact Diane Plath.

Light pollution is light that goes beyond where it is meant to be 
going or light used when it is not needed:

GLARE is the light going beyond what the fixture is meant to 
illuminate, typically caused by poor design or poor installation.

SKY GLOW refers to the washing out of the night sky due to 
exterior lighting shining upward and making cities “glow” at 
night or residential shore land lighting open to the sky.

LIGHT TRESPASS is usually caused by glare; it is the illu-
mination of adjacent property not meant to be lit by the fixture. 
On the waterfront, water reflects glare from shore land lights 
onto distant properties. The reflective nature of water is one of 
the most challenging aspects of sensible shore land lighting!

What Can You Do?
· Provide adequate light for an evening activity, but do not 

over-light. Choose lights that meet your needs without lighting 
beyond what is required for the task.

· Choose lights that do not emit light upward or retrofit existing 
fixtures with shields to reduce glare.

· Use high-efficiency bulbs.
· Avoid dusk-to-dawn security lights; consider motion detectors.
· Check with your neighbors to find out if any of your lighting 

bothers them.

Make A Change 
Why not look closely at the lighting at your place and see what 
you can do to minimize your impact on the night sky? It will 
take only a few minutes, maybe some simple adjustments to 
re-align fixtures, or a few dollars to install motion detectors. 
Choosing new energy-efficient bulbs and turning off all-night 
lights will save electricity, reduce your electric bill, and darken 
the night sky. Your eyes, your neighbors, your imagination, and 
the nighttime creatures will all thank you – quietly, of course, 
so as not to disturb the evening’s solitude.

LOCAL:  Erika Bailey-Johnson, Cranberry Court/Sustain-
ability Director at BSU:  COMING SOON: An Ojibwe/English 
children’s book series of the five senses ~  written by Erika, 
cover illustrations by Sharon Nordrum, and illustrations by BSU 
EcoCamp/Ojibwe Culture Camp participants.

Curtis Stauffer, Long Lake Dr/owner of UPS Store: take ad-
vantage of the ease and convenience of UPS Store’s shredding 
services!  It is secure; you personally put your materials in the 
locked barrel. For full details, visit theupsstore/store-services/
shredding.

Fred/Pat Pick, Esther Lane/Tree Farm: due to large volume of 
sales in 2016, there will be no trees available for sale this year.  
Sales will resume in 2018!

Dan Gartrell, Long Lake Dr:  Early last December, the day 
after the lake froze, Dan saw a lone trumpeter swan of a group 
of 15 still waddling on the lake, by the island. On March 5th 
of this year, he again saw a single trumpeter on our still frozen 
lake in the very same spot!  Perhaps the LL swan was a yearling 
that might belong to one of those groups. For homing instinct 
reasons, Dan is guessing the Long Lake TS might be the same 
one from last December?  Since then, there are trumpeter swans 
on the open water behind the island! 

STATE: Twin Cities Business February 2017 issue featured a 
12-page article on Bemidji!  This special report, Bemidji 2.0:  
“This former lumber town has rebuilt itself as a high-speed, 
regional center of enterprise—without sacrificing its “lumber-
jack” character.” http://www.pageturnpro.com/Twin-Cities-
Business/76899-Twin-Cities-Business-February-2017/default.
html#page/38

NATIONAL: The Fritzgerald triplets, team members of 
BSU’s men’s hockey team, were in nytimes.com/2017/01/25/
sports/hockey/fitzgerald-triplets-bemidji-state-hockey-actors.
html?_r=image003.png

NIGHT-TIME  
SHORELINE LIGHTING NEWS BITS! PAST TO PRESENT

There are three distinctive sounds, all have special meanings.

The “tremulo” is a short, laugh-like warble which means the 
bird is being disturbed.  Something has ventured too close to a 
nesting loon!   Keep a respectable distance from the all loons.

The high, resonant “wail” invites interaction with other loons.

The most bizarre of all, is a long, wail between high and 
low pitches.  This “yodel” is sign of aggression or territorial 
defense.  It is used only by male loons.

CALLS OF THE LOON

Denny Carlson

The beauty of Long Lake blooms from the slumber of winter 
with a mix of sunlight, air, water and soil. Shouldn’t we be in 
awe that it happens like clockwork every year: the glorious 
wonders of Long Lake that welcome us each new dawn to 
awaken to our awareness?

Yet we mistreat nature and are shocked when there are conse-
quences. Natural disasters, climate change, wars ... even the 
threat of aquatic invasive species all around us. We can’t even 
acknowledge the cause and effect of our actions.

Earth is generous to us. Like a precious gift from someone we 
love, we need to appreciate what nature provides. The seed 
that sprouts into a flower is like the precious seed of awakened 
compassion we have deep with in us which needs light and 
nourishment to grow.

As you settle into the summer routine, let your own awakening 
open your awareness to the world around you.

THE AWAKENING

If we sit with the earth, with the trees and the soil 
and the wind and the water , and pay attention, we

may know what to do and how to begin doing it.


